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are there now prepared to stand or fall with
the measure, Count them Sir, You can as
well as I, and calculate the increase of disaf-
fected in one shost twelve months.

Are we a majority? Even suppose we are
not, Sir, are we a minority to be overlooked- -

biH pass, gratitude not ostentatiously express-
ed, perhaps-n- ot loudly obtruded on your no-

tice but yet not less deeply felt, or warmly
remembered, on that account. As some wri-

ter has well expressed itt
The thankless oft are noisiest in their thanks.
As, on the unfruitful pavement, every drop
That falls from the kind sky is told aloud.
Hut, in tlicj grateful heart, a blessing sinks,
Like the same shower upon a sunny field,
That drinks it silently; and shows its thanks
In smiles, and glad increase.

I conclude Sir, by expressing my convic.

See, sir, how easily this credit of the state

argument could have' been got over, radically
cured, sir with the small sum of fifty thousand

dollars, provided always (as lawyers say) that
sum had been appropriated on the road from
Crawfordsville to Covington.

But, sir, there is another notable argument,
that is continually urged against any exten-

sion, yes or alteration of the system. Its in-

fallibility is preached up. It is sacred, in-

violable. Not one jot or tittle shall be ad-

ded, not one jot or tittle taken from it. I
wonder sir, that they do not bid us, when we

tion;
"

- : v:

1st, lhat there ought to be an addition to
last year's bill. '

2d, That this bill, or some similar bill should
be that addition.

I hold this opinion Sir.
1st, because one half the State only is pro-

vided for, by last year's bill.
2d Because this stepmother policy will de-

populate large portions of our country.
lid. Because a refusal endangers the inte-

grity of the origional system.
4th. Because a refusal will arouse and per-

petuate ralckiingiibfeeliitgand clog the wheels
of legislation.

I add, sir, that the bill I hold to be a just, a

prudent, a wholesome addition:
lt. ijecause tno principle ot iauing stock'

already has. Sir. in the last ages, his town
will be known, as the place where the doc-
trine was preached, that the three great evils
of this world were, marriage, money, and
religion where that philosophy was inculcat-
ed, which would turn the lad3 and lasses into
the clover fields of nature, to sip at every
sweet, unrestrained by any principle; but that
same instinct, which belongs to the brute.

The geileman from Posey, says, that unless
the discontented are quieted, they will leave
the State and people for the wilds and praries
of the farther west; and in his remarks has
ascended lolh pistcle. 0 mount Parnassus,
and called the flowers that grow there.- - Per-
haps he will not object to a poetical quotation
from me, when I tell him, that should they
emigrate for this cause.

They will leave their country, for their
country's good."

I will now, Sir, take up the bill and give
my objections to it jn detail. And first,I
object to it because it is not what it"professe3
to be, a two million bill, I think there is no
intelligent peison who can believe for one
moment but that the works will cost at least
ten millions. Secondly I object to it, be-

cause many of them provided for there are
extremely local commencing at no place
and ending ut no place and forming no im-

portant connection with other parts of the
Union. This last feature in a system, I con-
ceive to be fatally objcctional. If this Union
is to be perpetuated, it will be by those im-

portant artificial connections, which will in
some degree annihilate time, and space,"
bringing distant counti ies together, providing
a community of interest, a sameness of char-
acter and mingling of their surplus commod-
ities as well as their enterprising sons. The
bill Sir, is palpably unequal. Look at it.
Almost every town on the Ohio within our
State, lhat great Canal of nature where the

impress of Fultons immortal genius" ia gazed
at with delight almost every hour of the day,
has a Canal, rail road or McAdamized or
turnpike road terminating at if, while the north
and Hortli west is only provided for , in that
manner alone, which the friends of this bill
considered sufficient, to buy up their votes
Sir, 1 tell them if they go for this bill, they
are sold for a song which they them- -

in private. Comoanies is a good and a safe prin-t- o

.
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TWENTY-FI- H ST SESSIO.V,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE.

Friday, Dec. IT.
I lr. owenfrom a select .committee (o wind

.tv.v? referred a bill supplementary (o an act
entitled 'an act to provide for a general sys-
tem of Internal Improvements, reported the
ear?jc back with one amendment, which was
read and concurred in.

The House arjourncd before any question
taken upon the engrossment for a third

reading.
2 o'clock, P. M.

M Berry moved to indefinitely postpone
the bill.

0;i the question of the indefinite po-tp- or

x.entofthe Bill being put, Mr. Owen, c.r

Posey spoke as follows:
Ms. Speaker:

I never rose, sir, I never expect again
to n;e to address a legislative body on a

subject more vitally important than is the
subject before us to the State of Indiana.
Were my opinions thereon less decided, or
were the duty I owe to my constituents to

express these opinions less imperative, I

should give a silent vote.
The subject, sir, naturally resolves itself in.

to two ereat questions. Last year an Internal
Improvement Bill passed, appropriating ten
rn.hhons for State Works. Now, the first of
t';c operations, is, "shall there be any
addition Jo,. the system of last year'?'' the
second; "shall this bo that addition ?"

First, sir, as regards the propriety of any
addition Have you ever calculated, sir,
how many counties bad the benefit of our
ten 'lillion's worth of improvement last year?
thirty nine counties, only, out of eight
leaving forty sex en unprovided for: say one
half. What does this neglected half of

the State now ask for? An equal appro-priaiiont-

that cf last year? Or eight mil-liens- ?

ay. sir, or three! lco millions is the
m Tint of their moderate their most equi-

table demand.
What is the reply? That, to grant such a

r finest, is to endanger the safety of the State.
Indeed, sir? We are richer, by a million and
p, hr? If of surplus reveuue, than last year, wc

were; and because we propose to appropriate
this Godsend this windfall, with one poor
hlf million more, to satisfy demands so just,
ve must needs have this cry nboit the ruined
credit of the state rung in our ears.

If, sir, last year, an offer had been made,
to epiiet with a single half million, 'he claims
of toe disaffected, how gladly would the offer
biv been acceded to. The same offer is

row virtually made and rejected. And why,
JSir ' Oh! the credit of the Stale is in danger!

Look at your Bill, sir. Is it not a mod- -

erate ay, an humble one. Howe not des- -

. ..,-- 1 i:m;to ( n,
, .V . i j.l- - ir... i

never thought, sir, of the proi:ai;'iity, f,ihat, if
V ete our moderate demands be rejected if
two millions cannot carrv force enough that
three millions or four millions may? Have
tc j never thought of the possibility of do- -

n; nds being raised until the whole svs'em '

ai broken down? For myself, I will lend j

rev aid to no such plan; see to it, whether j

ethers may not be found less credulous. If)
ihr- hp not. Qod knows it is not for the lack
, I

contemned? You will not say so Sir. No
man. will say so. Just or unjust, our claims
are as formidable as they are reasonable and

just,
Can you expect, Sir, to move on, 1 say r,ot

with concert and harmonv of action but can
you expect to move on, without finding the

1

wheels of Government clogged at every-strp- ,

if you deny to such common justice as this?
Consider, sir, what questions are coming up.

The surplus revenue question: (ho three per-
cent fund distribution; the specific epprcpria-tic- n

to meet the interest of the mammoth debt.
Are gentlemen prepared to vote on these 1 I,
for one will oppose every measure that goes
to tax my constituents, until this or some sim-

ilar bill is parsed.
Perhaps. Sir, you calculate upon the plan

of buying up a few from our ranks and thus

destroying our strength in dekti!. 1 cannot

siy that this is impossible. Men's hearts can
be read by the Searcher of Hearts alone.
But if you do succeed in thus detaching a few
feebler spirits, by granting to them as an cx
for'cd peace oflering, soms additions to

tell . . t
iniainuie svstcm av. sir. tne system which

nothing be added,' from which r.ohung
shall be taken away! if, sir, you do succeed
by the sacrifice of this sworn principle of the

party in detaching from our ranks some who
were never worthy to stand theie then shall
I not envy the reputation the after standing

of these same vascillating seeders. I mean,
Sir, not only their standing with u?, bat their
standing with the party that is to he benefited

by their desertion. There i.-- such a thing,
Sir, as loving the trea-o- n and despi.-in- g tho.

trailer. D?you recollect, Sir, the reception
of Arnold of that first .and only one r.mo-'- g

American fraitors in England, the country
which reaped the benefit of his treason. He
was introduced bv the ivin!T hifris'.-S- to one of
the protir'ost among the Enql:?U r.obiility:
'Lord ih.lcanas, I intreeh ce to you General
Arnold." The icpiy wa s characteristic of

that high feeling u' honor w !.i:.h e me times
j'nixc.5 with. muI casts a-r- ;

odious spirit of niistocracy; " Witat, Sire! the
trait!1!1 ..mo Al'ii t lneir.ar.t r.

turned on even in :e face of rovastv.
U' to ( i o Ids hand to one, who. when

Me- -
1 unes va r th.i inr sanu

ba.;ely beneat! In
1

We have been sl".:t"i;;tised as c!is:rgariz'n
destructive enei,:ie i'hMjT'vveivjent. herf .

Sir. arp th.o nri-- i' ci tin .' - :ere in titers t

in,nearlKnci;t? I lav- - a r.tiack"d th'- - old

S)stcm? Have; we so'5c,h' to t'trow , n

II ic first s'ne of (he favored elifiee!
Have we sought to pull up. oven tho first stake
that was stuck, last year, by the hands of those
who now stand arrayed against lis? And wis
Caere not temptation so to do? Allow me to
tell yon, Sir, there w as. There was a. propo-
sal before us to tap the Central Canal in

Wanick County, and build up a rival to. Iv
vansville. There was a proposalto straighten
the line from this-tow- to Lafayette, leaving
Crawfordsville entirely out of the ronte; and
this plan was backed by the assurance, that
half a million would thereby be saved to the
State. Other smaller .alterations were offered

and ihe proposals worn accompanied
offers offers of what we wanted

of what common sense tell us we eiust have to

carry our Bill offers, Sir of votes. Ay,
Sir, and alterations not small, modifications
of a startling character have been agitated
among us, too. Such modifications as the ar-

resting cf the Central Canal at White River,
thus saving ihe million of dclh'.rs that are to be

expended on its termination. Such modifica-

tions, Sir, a? tho repeal of that portion of the
Act which provides for the extension of the
Wabash and Erie Canal, from tho mouth of
Tippecanoe to Torre Haute. 1 heard, Sir,
not three days since, these modifications pub-

licly tYcs, Sir, and ably advoca.ed, and by a
man deeply versed in the affairs of this State
-- by an er of Congress from Indiana.

Now, Sir. I ask you if, thus temptcdi we
have yielded to the temptation: if we have not

rather, with a degree of forbearance that
strongly contrasts with the spiiit that oppose!
us, scrupulously refrained from putting forth
our hands to tuch this Ark.

But, Sir, canyon cxpect-pa- n any man sup-pe- ,

that if you persist in contemning our fair
and just and modest claims, we shall always"
thus scrupulously refrain? I repeat it. Can

you expect that we shall thus act? I tell you
plainly, Sir, wc will not, I say more, Si;
we cannot We are bound bound by every
obligation to our constituents to procure
something for ihofc thai have been neglected
-- or to exert every nerve, to curtail the present
apportionments. s

This, Sir, is Ihe plain, honest unvarnished
statement of the case. Such as 1 have attempt-
ed to describe, Sir will be th universal feel

ing throughout the disaffected districts, if their j

claims be cast off and dispised. Lot, Sir,
look to the other side of.the question. Think
of the wiili- - ipreading gralitude that will spring
up throtojhe it the land," to bless you , if this

j

chance to cross some of the magic lines traced
out by the engineers of these infallible legis-

lators I say, I wonder, sir, that they do not
bid us take our shoes from of! our feet, for the
spots on which we tread are holy ground.

What, sir! No pdditien, no revision, no
amendment! A ten million system, concoc-
ted in a week hurried through in a day,
perfect? and to last, untouched, forever'
Why, sir, in England; in France, Germany;
even in feudal Russia, and benighted Spain,
that principle of infallibility is going down,
and you expect that it will grow and prosper
her3 inn free republic?

If this doctrine cf infallibility prevail, we
i shall next hear of an American Council of
Nice holding her sittings and promulgating
her edicts on lh shores of the Ohio in Jef-
ferson county, or perchance a Western Vati-
can rising on the banks of the Wabash, be-

side the Court House of Covington.
If this doctrine of infallibility prevail, I

shall be converted to the opinion that the
people of Indiana no, sir, not the people,
only their representatives are in a fair way
of becoming most orthodox Catholics. Tell
it not in Rome; repeat it not in the ancient
capital of the world; or we have his
Holiness the Pope (some gentlemen would
fain have us believe that lie and our President
elect are goed friends already) we shall, I

sav, have the chair of tit. Peter moved across
the Atlantic, nnd Pr.pal Balls issued rem the
S'nle House ut Ir.dianti.polis.

(Mr-Owe- n here wc r.t on to review the
provisions of the the Hill in detail, showing
that about half the am ount appropriated was
stock subscribed in private turrpike and ra i

road companies,. the l?.kin&of the rest of the
stock bv individuals guaranteeing the. safety
and profitable nature o f the investment: That
about seven hundred and fiftv thousand dol- -

lar; was for clay turnpikes, for oomph-ti- j

which, 'ho appropriations were lull) adequate?
a .3d he entered into various o.eia'is to snow
the utility of the several woiks.) He then

proceeded.
Have you ever calculated. Sir. what may

be the corsequences of a re ft: sal to "sanction
claims like these, ancl a pertinacious ad her-enc-- o

' to absurd pretension to infalhbilify?
What were the consequences to England when
she asserted the came right divine principle?
Her citizens crossed the Atlantic and sought
refuge to this Western Continent. And is

not the Wabash mote easily crossed than the
wide ocean, and arc not Illinois' prairies as
rich and her sky as clear as ours? Are net
mases of the very best population continually
pouring into bet territory. Are not thousands
daiiv landing at ChicEigo?

We of the" West, Sir, are migratory beings
birds of passage. If it does not please us in

one place, we pull up stakes and go farther.
Ay. Sir, and if it were beyond the Rocky
mountains even (o the far shores of the Pa-

cific. For it is our creed, as the Poet has it:
Better to dwell in Liberty's hall,
With a cold, d. .'31 p iljor and a nnnihkriiu

wall,
Than to bend the neck and to bovr tho knee.
In the proudest palace or slavery!

ou reoollect, Sir, dot.bt!es. the story of
,!c Israelites of the cldcn tunes, how they
ded from their oppressions? And can you
expect, Sir, lhat we should remain here to
become tax payers and boe.ds men for the fav.
"red counties? to be their he fers of wood and
drawers of wafer? Shall we not rie up and
cro-- s otrn red sea the W,abash--in- tq the far
west our. land of promise. Be sure,' Si r

be the result. Unless inducements

it were. No, Sir, I sneak in sa l seriousness
in sober truth. I kne w the feeling that

pervades the disaffected counties. 1 have
had daily occasions to knew it. I know how

strong it is and how far it spreads. And I

ask, you, Sir, whether yc u can believe that
the spirit that has been brooding, for a twelve
months past throughout the land the free

enquiring spirit that asks why a point or two
in Indiana are to receive a Benjamin's portion
and the rest to be cast off a" neglected step
children without the even a jniliance from the

general fund are you credulous enough, Sir,
to believe that this spirit will ever be laid, un-

til some such conciliatory measure be adopted.
Unless he, who, as we arc told ppuke to ihe

rarinr fo-- i and bade it be "Peace, he still,,
nless some such influence descend among us,
ain indeed were the expectation-- -

How many Sir, were the apparent disaUect- -

d last vear? The tiofort'out ci?htcm is a by,
vlord in every one's mouth. And how many

cipie.
2d. Because wholly neglecte portions of

the St lie, such as are o'licially referred to as

neglected in the Governor's message of this

year, ere there satisfactorily' provided for.
3d. Because I do not believe a much better

or more satisfactory one can he readily framed
and because I believe, lhat if another attempt
be made-- as it will-ot- her claims will arise and
a largeratnount be required to quiet the claims
of the disaffected.

1 hope, Sir for the sake of peace, for the
sake of justice, for the sake of that State's
welfare in which I have pitched my tent, and
where if anything like liberality prevail, 1

hope to remain whle life is spared to me. sin-

cerely , earnestly do I hope, lhat this bill will
be sustained and lhat the vote to indefinitely
postpone lU wiH r'0' prevail in this House.
' Jtlr. Evans sair!,

Mr. Srsvutm: :! arn hot in the habit of ma.
rr, sti

this oco.'.sion to say, that ir-- prt-healt-
h nt !:!ie o

is such as to prevent ;m ill eoir
that iustice to the important su'
it deserves. Unlike the genu-.-ne.- fr )..!

Posty, Mr. Speaker. I neither '

,
: ie.r..;

notes, nor . preparation, o e'l , . il

connect!,;;! which would a;' h

fii'ic figu re, may net be f:v: d, in what :ve
to bay. i stinli. however, r.. in ny
own way to give my vole f..r too i.t-ti- . ; 1 V

pending the indefinite pe ..tponer-- ,'nl
bill.

In tlie first nl.ice. sir, i d me ei -- !
1

of Ihe remarks of the genii: r;a: hem IV.' V

He tells us, that the interna! intnrov
of Ihe last session was conceived i a w

I I !.l ..!. :.. .!. .. t ... . !mm i iovii;:ii iui 111 111 a u- -
) l uapp,- - m

being surrounded by g:iu'enien, v. i.o Vi
know how Tar this assertion K grouded Lj f.ict.
Like the charter of our State Bnk, it was the
result of one year's reflection. Tbx Hunk,
which has given to Indiana a sound c;rculat
meaium, ana me cnarier 01 .wnicu j,, been!
nrnrimirirpfl. hv sihl( ....hnnn.?ifr . , 1 hi? .....w - ..v. - - -
y j ; ,n ! ;j
in existence, passed alter a ramu,. 0,;, the part i

of its friends at previous sessi.,,t u
tnen hear more, and of tno fvu,
and rapid birth of the inUjriMi iinpiDveisient j

Tho gentleman tells u-- -, p,i-- the system
!

not because theregeneral, ;ir, mi-in- coun'-i- .

not provided for. Does tlv e'ieman .. i

thai lo make a measur ral it iust i

universal? Docs he bjj.t , :, ,t bef ro otr
system can be gener: t co;jnty, town,

'

neighbourhood, and j...: e .1 in the stale j

must ; be immcdia!,,,. odated, and
their whims : grati;;0.j ( (is syst' s

one, which neither the 1.. us, nor tne poor, v

of the staie. N'ill be able to adopt, which, in
this case, .would be unwSe t'j pursue in its
most" n'rihoiled sense? The gentleman has
sp:?Ieo elcqueully of lihei ty I suppose, in,
oo.dJ to order lo have u man free, make him
a wandering child of nature, restrained by no
laws neither civil or divine and quie'ed ordy
by the laws of nature, and tuey rentiered
almost inaccessible by false tradition. He

4
tells us, Jhat the counties south of White
River have been entirely excluded. How far
Mr. Speaker, is this assertion true. Does
not the central and Wabash and Erie canal
below their. junction, run lb rough four of
those counties which is to mingle, the wnlers
of Lake Erie with the' Ohio, und bear upon
their bosom Ihe products 01 two thirds ol this
state, and a fine portion i f Jihtmis, and (hee
favours extend to those; coue.tirs, notwith!an- -

.fling the opposition of.j!in"st ail of their mem-

bers; and yet nj talk of buying vifcs!
' IIi3 has alluded fo nv town. Sir. in terois
which I did not distinctly hear. Thi s mncu
I feel free to admit, tint tr.y tow u is an hum-b- l

one, and I, 3 otm of it citizens and
representative do not hy e.ny itieo here
expect to 'give it that place on histoi ys pig'..
which Hint gentleman's town, New Harmony,

-- !; 'In.:. T"'r" " f eva moles.
d fi.i-- '.ri:.U'M Torre ilaa'e,

on. m'lcs, who re the vc-.- can be
...

. the Liil appropriates one hua-thousan-

,; dollars then take
T. re. II :; to iceiio a

j t Ofnin.i re ive;.n unit, .

si ; m i : thus, a sum not
. .rrL

:V S t' 1 trees, in id

.. -- ;;s -- .Oh:... ui t; purchase the
!r it. of Vtin-.iliio- n and Warren,
Qi M .xu.t Vern to Princeith' I' 1 on

on e .e; fOtM live rr.:b' , one hundred and
v

!
15 '1 he expended,

when a tu ei . ;r-r-
e d.Scult

to rrui iVono Gseehc-ijU- by Jieckville to
nas givi.ai it !U?: seveniy iiioiftniiu

dollars, the sue;osJ value of tne oie.oooers
from ih.rhe.

The Road from Jttic or.vi H-- i to Cciurr1
receives two hundred a- ,i tlfiy tho;jar'
hu s, e. uu iO JjI i

rne;t two uu'.ura rr.'i rtt er.es
fired thousand doihtrs, and Mir
ahe.it iie sime uis'ance irceives ed

3 .t,. , U.m? .., 0 !

i i ;U f'll) - "' -- ' no! Jar o:v
f are told is lo nro ) for lfol

Mr, i is nee now r n;e.
at I sho i'n! nrove my wid; serve

i!-- r1 :i-- r;i. Ti 10 recor Ji o sessions
of this j gi. e.furc ahunu ova it. f
voted to give them an in

! ov'"'r vvhe'i
t y o'crj aluiost unrcr led. 1 sunnorieJ

1

i!.i ni cotomuii-- u a a the hotj.-e- , their
northern canal raid mink contributed rt
least in some degrc .0 its sueces,-- , tt hen the
whole of that delir .tful country , I,rd but two
representatives or. ibis il,cr,ek arri now willing
t: add to our internal improvensnt scheme
in which addition I would give no vote to
esciudo them but for thi; bi'j, I would-iro- f1
--

0, were all its benefits extended lo myself. ,
1

The bill of h-- t winter, with all its defects.-ha- s

this vit iue it is stripped oi' locality, and :

e.11 it- - nave important connections.1 I
believe liowevtr ifs most obvious objection is
its amount. In tins, sir, I am sustained bv '

Ihe option of those w.holiy disinterested, and
whose every wish we have. In my trip east,,
tie: pa-- safnaier, the language of all was,
that U was a bold scheme, and the amount
to be expended so large, as almost to render

completion impossible.., .. -

Sljf,s r, nefwithstanding nil this, in; order
to produce concert of action throughout this
otir gi e.- -

iog State, I would-b- willing: to add
. - 0- - - -on re.e .en ,nu a inui more, but, sir, if I do

il, I weeH rouire its appropriation on works
of a K.enetai nature and those which I can be
mad- - hen -- vct will yield to the State someth-
ing in . I hrjpo the bill will be

postponed.
Mr, Owen b.ggt tj)G indulgence of the

c!rir for a;very few moments on a matter of
tl. consequerjce to the House, except in as far
as a great principle w.vs therein involved.
The gentleman from Fountain professed not
lo understand the allusion to his town. It waa

But not to talk of breaking down the sys-pr- c held out strong inducements to settle

tern, has it never occurred toy ju.sir, that our Indian.t, Illinois will obtain i.he start of ims,

like the mvsteric volumes of the sbil,! yes. and deserve to obtain it.
nlebt rise in value at each returning de-- j Is this all idle talking, Sir? I would to God

tnand?
I had pledges, sir, from the so called In

frrnal lmnrovement party, that if our bill did
not overgo the amount originally proposed,
they would go for it. I will speak plainly,
ir. Such a pledge 1 had from the member

from Fountain."
Mr. Evaxs of Fountain, explained, lhat

he had added, if the plan was a good one.

Mr. Owen resumed. I do r.at pretend to

give the exact wording of the. gentleman's
pledge. I car. call to mind no such saving
clause. - I know this, ir, that, wh-- n the or-

iginal bill was first submitted to t!e notice of

that gentleman, be made but one ohjction.
What, think you sir, was that objection? That

(he interests of the slate were compromised
That her credit houiu gq.uuvut. 'rn i mi

and bankruptcy were diefore usITSir,
300 are wide of the jnark'rffoUe.ctiori
was. that there was n approrjrilljf'k the
Toad from Craw fords viWc ,.oLV5twt"cr
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